ANDROCLES AND THE LION

by any failure, and will even supersede humanity by evolving a
higher species if we cannot master the problems raised by the
multiplication of our own numbers, have always known that
Jesus had a real message, and have felt the fascination of his
character and doctrine. Not that we should nowadays dream of
claiming any supernatural authority for him, much less the tech-
nical authority which attaches to an educated modern philosopher
and jurist. But when, having entirely got rid of Salvationist
Christianity, and even contracted a prejudice against Jesus on
the score of his involuntary connection with it, we engage on a
purely scientific study of economics, criminology, and biology,
and find that our practical conclusions are virtually those of
Jesus, we are distinctly pleased and encouraged to find that we
were doing him an injustice, and that the nimbus that surrounds
his head in the pictures may be interpreted some day as a light
of science rather than a declaration of sentiment or a label of
idolatry.

The doctrines in which Jesus is thus confirmed are, roughly,
the following:

1.  The kingdom of heaven is within you. You are the son of
God; and God is the son of man. God is a spirit, to be worshipped
in spirit and in truth, and not an elderly gentleman to be bribed
and begged from. We are members one of another; so that you
cannot injure or help your neighbor without injuring or help-
ing yourself. God is your father: you are here to do God's work;
and you and your father are one.

2.  Get rid of property by throwing it into the common stock.
Dissociate your work entirely from money payments. If you let
a child starve you are letting God starve. Get rid of all anxiety
about tomorrow's dinner and clothes, because you cannot serve
two masters: God and Mammon.

3.  Get rid of judges and punishment and revenge. Love your
neighbor as yourself, he being a part of yourself. And love your
eiiemies: they are your neighbors.

4.  Get rid of your family entanglements. Every mother you
meet is as much your mother as the woman who bore you.
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